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from phrasemongering, and typical of the "practical
character of Prussian policy/3 are the following:
" Although the statements contained in the speech
from the throne afford little ground for comment, yet
the omissions point to another aspect of the question.
For some days past a singular rumour has been circu-
lating in the newspapers to the effect that the arm
which has seemed on the point of crushing the intrigues
of the zealots is felt in Berlin to be already unnerved,
and that an armistice is impending with the reactionary
party which Prince Bismarck has just branded as the
arch-enemy of the German Empire. The sudden and
unexpected arrival of the Chancellor from Varzin is re-
garded as an indication that something is pending in the
capital which renders his presence there indispensable.
Others assert that the threatened expulsionfrom Germany
of the order of Jesus has excited such serious appre-
hensions in Rome that the Holy Father himself directed
the Episcopacy to observe a prudent and moderate
attitude in order to avert the execution of that measure ;
thus paving the way for a modus vivendi, negotiations
for which had been already entered upon with every
prospect pf success. As it is well known how un-
willingly the Emperor William entered upon that
campaign, and what difficulties Bismarck had with the
Conservative Junkers and Pietists, the ominous silence
on this point of the speech from the throne may be
taken as a confirmation of the foregoing rumours.

"Moreover, another dark rumour is gaining more
form and consistence from day to day, and cannot be
ignored much longer. We regret to say authentic
reports agree in representing the Empress Augusta as
the centre of that coalition which desires to stay the
hand that Bismarck has raised to strike. We grant